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ZAFFAN MOHAMED YASSIN 
GROUP LEGAL ADVISOR 

 

Address:  

No. 48 Jalan Karyawan Bestari, 
Puncak Bestari, Bandar Puncak Alam, 
Selangor Darul Ehsan.  
  

Mobile Phone:  

017-3007289   

  

Email: 

zaffanyassin@yahoo.com  

Languages  

 

English  

Bahasa Malaysia  

Indonesian  
Arabic (Basic) 
 
Education & License  

 

University Technology of Mara   

Bachelor of Legal Studies (Hons.)   

2005 – 2008   

  

University Technology of Mara   

Law Matriculation   

2003 – 2005   

  

Ministry of Education Matriculation  

Life Science 2002 

- 2003   

  

SMK Tunku Abdul Rahman Putra   

Science Stream   

2000 - 2001   

  

Malaysia Intellectual Property  

Corporation   

Trademark Agent (MYA/2019/0068)   

  

 

 
 

  

 

 

BACKGROUND SUMMARY  

 

Zaffan amassed vast knowledge and experience in law and intellectual property 

fields having worked in a number of renowned intellectual property and law firms 

prior to embarking into corporate industry e.g. Rahim & Co, Patrick Mirandah, 

Adastra Intellectual Property and Trademark2u.   

  

During his tenure in a highly regulated Government Linked Company, Pharmaniaga 

Berhad (Pharmaceutical arm of Boustead Holdings Berhad), apart from his daily 

routine as Senior Legal Executive handling legal portfolios, he has also been 

appointed by the group as focal legal representative for Pharmaniaga Herbal 

Committee to oversee and monitor legal aspects of herbal development projects 

where he managed to spearhead in securing the first patent applications for the 

organization. He was also entrusted as the legal representative and legal auditor 

for Pharmaniaga Safety, Health, Environment and Quality Committee to handle 

legal compliance evaluation and assessment under the ISO 14001, ISO 9001, and 

ISO 18001 for Pharmaniaga group nationwide. His portfolio further includes 

coordinating and handling Pharmaniaga group’s licenses, liaison for teaching 

hospital's concession and also acts as the liaison for dealings with government 

agencies i.e. E-Perolehan, Ministry of Finance, Forest Research Institute Malaysia, 

Intellectual Property Corporation of Malaysia (MyIPO), Unit Kerjasama Awam 

Swasta (UKAS) and etc. Working closely with Pharmaniaga’s integrity department, 

he also facilitates in providing advice with regards to the employees’ disciplinary 

matter and had briefly served as a panel member for domestic inquiry committee.   

  

Zaffan thereafter served as Sedania Innovator Berhad's Group Legal Manager, 

setting up and pioneering the Legal and Secretarial Department of the organization, 

overseeing all legal aspects of the group of companies ranging from compliance 

with Bank Negara, Bursa and Security Commission, Intellectual Property, drafting 

and/or reviewing various types of contracts and documentations, providing sound 

legal advice, conducting legal research, attending to contentious and 

noncontentious matters, setting up legal dept.'s sop and other legal related tasks. 

He also managed and consolidated legal portfolios of Sedania Corp for the 

admission of Sedania Corporation Sdn Bhd into Bursa listing. In addition, he was 

further appointed as the Compliance Officer and in-house Company Secretary to 

oversee Bursa and Security Commission matters.  

  

He then joined Mayland Properties, one of the biggest developers in Malaysia and 

Hong Kong, for a brief period of service overseeing the legal aspects in particular 

property and/or project development portfolios amongst others, leasing, legal 

disputes, joint ventures and joint management matters.  

  

Zaffan currently serves as Legal Advisor for Next Holdings Berhad and its group of 

listed companies e.g. MLABS Systems Berhad, DGB Asia Berhad and Fintec 

Global Berhad overseeing Legal, Compliance (KPKT, Bank Negara, Bursa, 

Security Commission, DBKL), Secretarial and Intellectual Property aspects of the 

group.   

  

Zaffan is also a Trademark Agent registered under Intellectual Property Corporation 

of Malaysia and currently pursuing his Master’s degree in Business Administration 

with Brickfields College. 
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WORK EXPERIENCES  

  

 
                      

                    

1. NETX HOLDINGS BERHAD  

    

  Legal Advisor  

  October 2020 – Present  

  

  Responsibilities:  

• Draft and/or review all agreements of whatsoever nature which are to be entered into by the Company 

and/or its subsidiaries and/or associate companies;  

• To provide legal opinions and advise on all matters law-related and applicable to the operations to the 

Company and/or its subsidiaries and/or associate companies including but not limited to mergers and 

acquisitions, investment transactions, entry of registered charges on property, restructuring exercise, 

labour matters and others;  

• To liaise with professional advisors and/or external legal counsels for any matters related to the 

Company and/or its subsidiaries and/or associate companies;  

• To liaise with any third parties for any investment transactions or any matters in the ordinary course of 

business of the Company and/or its subsidiaries and/or associate companies;  

• To attend any relevant meetings and assist the Executive Director(s) of the Company in any matters as 

and when necessary;  

• To assist the operational team or any other departments of the Company and/or its subsidiaries and/or 

associate companies in the drafting of any required procedures or terms of use; and  

• To attend to any other matters law-related as well as secretarial work.  

• Attending Legal, Compliance, Intellectual Property and Secretarial matters for the group e.g. MLABS 

Systems Berhad, DGB Asia Berhad and Fintec Global Berhad. 

  

    

2. MAYLAND GROUP OF COMPANIES  

  

Manager, Legal   

August 2019 – September 2020  

   

Responsibilities:   

• Responsible for all aspects of legal and litigation matters related to claims and suits made against the 

company;   

• Ensure compliance with statutory requirements and update on current legislation;   

• Liaise with external lawyers on company legal matters and etc.;   

• Review, draft, and vet all legal documents i.e. contracts and agreements on merger, joint venture, sales 

& purchase, tenancy & leasing and etc.;   

• To ensure consistent approach and minimizing legal risks;   

• To generate regular status and update of all litigation cases and matters;   

• Liaise with external lawyers, clients or other relevant government authorities on company legal matters.   

    

  

3. SEDANIA INNOVATOR BERHAD  

   

Group Legal Manager   

April 2014 – August 2019   

  

Responsibilities:   

Intellectual Property   

• Provides legal advice regarding the issues concerning intellectual property fields, including but not 

limited to patent, trademark, copyright, trade secrets, and other intellectual property rights;   

• Provides advice on IP issues, developing and coordinating IP strategy for the Company;   

• Origination and prosecution of patents, domestic and international, patentability, infringement and 

validity opinions, patent oppositions, collaboration and licensing agreements, IP due diligence and 

litigation support;  
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• Provide ways of protecting and defends IP rights, for instance: protecting internal information, filing 

documents to get protection, safe ways of capital investment in IP etc.;   

• Developing and managing the Company’s extensive portfolios relating to products’ development and to 

provide strategic framework for new inventions;  

• Assisting in intellectual property due diligence in potential mergers and acquisitions and other strategic 

initiatives that involve intellectual property as well as supervising external counsel in a cost effective 

manner;   

• Drafting, negotiating and managing of license agreements, joint development agreements and other 

complex intellectual property agreements and/or transactions;   

• Conduct registration process during creation of any intellectual property rights;  

• Prepare, draft and review legal documents e.g. tenancy agreements, collaboration agreements, service 

agreements, licensing agreements and etc.;   

• Search and examine public and other legal records to write opinion or establish ownership rights;   

• Represent the Company in negotiations with the dispute parties;   

• Prepare, file and prosecute local and foreign patent applications;   

• Work on special projects such as discovery collaboration agreements, product collaboration and license 

transactions and financings e.g. grants, levy etc.   

  

Legal Risk   

• Review and provide legal advice to Business Unit(s);   

• Review on-going cases and advise management accordingly;   

• Liaise with relevant departments to ensure that where legal risks have been identified, appropriate 

action have been taken;   

• Provide legal protection and risk management advice to management especially on contract 

management;   

• Provide and interpret legal information, conduct training and disseminate appropriate legal 

requirements to staff.   

  

Policy Development   

• Review and advise management on legal implications of internal policies and procedures;   

• Review and draft contracts, agreements and internal policies and ensure that they are in compliance 

with all statutory or legal requirements;   

• Review on-going cases and advise management accordingly;   

• Perform any other duties as and when required by the Company Litigation & Regulatory Compliance;   

• Review progress of outstanding litigation and liaise with and manage external lawyers;   

• Formulate compliance checklist to be used for the purpose of ensuring that all information required is 

provided accordingly;   

• Continuously monitor compliance with statutory obligations and advise management accordingly;  

• Perform any other duties as and when required by the Company.   

  

Contract Negotiation   

• Review all contracts or any other documentation where the Company has committed itself and assess 

legal implications that need to be brought to the senior management’s attention;   

• Prepare, review and modify contractual instruments to assist and support various business activities;  

• Negotiate, review and draft documentation for business transactions and prepare and advice on the 

necessary checklist to be adopted to ensure information is submitted on time;   

• Perform any other duties as and when required by the Company.   

  

Secretarial (In-House Secretary in training)   

• Perform and provide secretarial support services and functions for the company;   

• Liaising with external secretary on secretarial matters;   

• Minutes taking jointly with external secretary during directors meetings;   

• Arranging Annual General Meetings, Extraordinary General Meetings together with external company 

secretary.   

  

Compliance (Compliance Officer)   

• Perform and provide compliance training and advice to the internal stakeholders related to Bursa and 

Security Commission matters.   

• Providing regulatory advice with regards to announcement and AGM in line with the Listing 

Requirements of Bursa.   
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4. PHARMANIAGA BERHAD  

  

Senior Executive, Legal   

May 2011– April 2014   

  

Responsibilities:   

• Drafting and reviewing letters and notices e.g. appointment, offer, award, interim, extension, 

termination, intent, penalty, renewal, undertaking, assignment, contentious and etc.;   

• Drafting and reviewing agreements e.g. Supply & Distribution, Novation/Assignment (inter-company), 

Service, Leasing, Licensing, Service Level Agreement, Transportation, Maintenance, 

supplemental/addendum, Contract Manufacturing, Quality Agreement and etc.;   

• Facilitate in trademark filing for the group’s range of brands;   

• Facilitate in patent filing for the group’s herbal projects;  

• Preparing Legal register, Standard Operating Procedure for SIRIM and group internal audit and SIRIM 

ISO re-certification;   

• Assist in providing legal advice and compliance awareness to the respective division/department, 

branches or business units of the group including on Intellectual property matters;   

• Assist in liaising and monitoring the lawyers/solicitors appointed by the group in handling legal and 

intellectual property matters;  

• Assist in handling all legal matters of the company such as Intellectual Property, licenses and obtaining 

authorities/ approval such as MYIPO, SIRIM, Ministry of Finance, Ministry of Science and Technology 

and Innovation, and others;   

• To monitor, supervise and/or administer the safe-keeping of all statutory records and legal documents 

of the company;   

• Assist in liaising with the relevant authorities to ensure compliance and statutory requirements at all 

times;   

• Assist in any legal matters related to the company’s herbal projects, research and development and 

others;   

• Keeping abreast of new development of the law.   

  

Involvement in projects among others:   

• Pharmaniaga’s Herbal project under the Government Transformation Program subsector herbal;   

• Pharmaniaga’s collaboration with FRIM, University Technology Mara, Nottingham University and etc.;   

• Supply, Delivery, Installation, Testing and Commissioning of medical devices/ bedding in public 

hospitals, Perkeso and etc;  

• Concession with Teaching Hospitals i.e. HUKM, HUSM, PPUM Long Term Supply of Pharmaceutical 

and Medical Products;  

• ISO re-certification for Pharmaniaga Logistics Bukit Raja, Penang, Sabah and Sarawak;  

• Intellectual Property, Legal and compliance awareness training;   

• Product in pipeline patent expiry search and freedom to operate opinion;   

• European Good Manufacturing Certification for Pharmaniaga Lifescience Sdn Bhd (agreements and 

documentations);   

• Good Distribution Practice certification exercise for Pharmaniaga Group of Companies.   

  

Achievements among others:   

• Secured agreement for collaboration with Forest Research Institute Malaysia;   

• Secured agreement with Australian Pre-Clinical Laboratory for Pre-Clinical Studies;   

• Established Legal Department Standard Operating Procedure and work instructions;   

• Local and Cross- Border Commercial Agreements (Supply and Distributorship, Collaboration, 

Technology Licensing, Trademark licensing and etc.);   

• Compilation and updates of Pharmaniaga Logistics Sdn Bhd Legal Register for ISO recertification;  

• Reorganized group’s intellectual property portfolios and inventories;   

• Secured MOF contractor’s license for Pharmaniaga community pharmacy;   

• Secured the first patent applications for Pharmaniaga Berhad since the company’s inception and 

various trademarks with the Malaysian Patent and trademark office.   

  

  

5. ADASTRA INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY SDN BHD   

  

Intellectual Property and Grant Specialist   

November 2009 – May 2011   

  

Responsibilities:   

• Preparing drafts agreements (joint venture, partnership, licensing) in relation to new inventions;  

• Conducting patent filing and prosecution for local and international clients;  
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• Preparing and drafting patent specifications for local clients e.g. Universities, MIMOS, private 

companies and etc.;   

• Providing pre-application advice to local and international clients with respect to the novelty and 

patentability of a particular invention / innovation;   

• Providing patent advices to international clients on Malaysian Patent Laws;   

• Evaluate client’s inventions of their commercial feasibility and viability thus provide advice on the 

possibility of securing grants / funds from the government and angel investors;   

• Conduct market research of invention’s market potential;   

• Closely assist academicians and inventors in securing research funding;   

• Managing, maintaining and monitoring company’s websites and articles;   

• Assist clients in advertising, promoting and publishing patent-filed inventions through social media and  

 online media channel i.e. YouTube, Facebook and etc;   

• Prepare grant cost estimation breakdown, milestones and deliverables for inventions research and 

development;   

• Liaising and establishing good rapport with the Malaysian Intellectual Property Office’s registrars and 

examiners;   

• Conducting inventions due-diligence.   

  

Achievements among others:   

• Secured grant worth MYR 150,000.00 for the research and development of medical apparatus – 

BIOPSIBLATE;   

• Secured grant worth MYR 150,0000.00 for the research and development of health related cloud 

computing systems;  

• Secured grant worth MYR 150,000.00 for the research and development of land structure strengthening 

device – Arrowblock,   

• Secured grant worth MYR 500,000.00 for the pre-commercialization of pre-cast concrete drainage 

system;   

• Secured grant worth MYR 500,000.00 for the pre-commercialization of Electrostatic Discharge 

Garment;  

• Secured grant worth MYR 150, 000.00 for the research and development of improved dental fillings;   

• Co- Founder for House of Innovation (Malaysia) (Website/platform to assist clients/public for 

technology-matching, capital venturing, angel investments).   

  

  

6. PATRICK MIRANDAH & CO.   

  

Patent Executive   

August 2009 – November 2009   

  

Responsibilities   

• Conduct patents prosecution and pre-filing advice for intellectual property matters;  

• Draft and prepare patent specifications for local and multinational clients;  

• Drafting licensing agreement and assignment for product/technology between local and foreign clients;   

• Provide pre-filing advice for new intellectual property applications;   

• Prepare and reply to inquiries related to patent procedures, laws and issues;   

• Provide instruction to personal secretary on certain client follow ups and individual billings;  • 

 Follow up with Registrar / officers to attend any matters related to patent filings;  

• Client networking;   

• Draft and vet licensing, assignment, technology transfer agreements;   

• Arranging inventor –investor / licensor – licensee meet-ups;   

• Liaising and establishing good rapport with the Malaysian Intellectual Property Office’s registrars and 

examiners.   

  

Achievements among others:   

• Managed Intellectual Property portfolios of large multinational clients such as InterDigital, Honda, Sanofi 

Aventis and General Electric;  

• Provided legal advice and opinions on patentability to SCOMI on oil refinement processes.   
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7. TRADEMARK2U SDN. BHD. 

  

Patent Executive   

November 2008 – Aug 2009   

  

Responsibilities:   

• Managing patents applications for local and international clients;  

• Prosecuting Patent Corporation Treaty patent applications;   

• Liaising with clients (local and international) with respect to patent matters;   

• Conduct patent interviews and provide patentability advice;   

• Provide patent opinions on novelty, inventiveness of inventions, and industrial applicability by virtue of 

Section 14, 15 and 16 of the Patents Act 1983, by means of comprehensive patents database searches;   

• Drafting patent specifications for clients and providing opinions on the patent claims drafting;   

• Responding to Malaysian Intellectual Property Corporation (MyIPO) of objections raised with regards 

to patentability of a particular invention;   

• Manage renewal of patent grants;   

• Conducting research in patent infringements and provide statutes and cases-based opinions on 

infringement matters;   

• Conducting patents search via Lexis Nexis database;   

• Keeping abreast with the development of patent laws and regulations;  

• Negotiating and liaising with foreign agents;   

• Liaising and establishing good rapport with Malaysian Intellectual Property registrars and examiners.   

  

Achievements among others:   

• Provided practical opinions to client in order to come up with a novel way to protect Intellectual Property 

Rights;   

• Assisted clients in securing patent grants.   

  

  

 
Entrepreneur, New Technologies Champion, Green ambassador, Strategic Planner & Advisory   

  

“I’ve had the opportunity of knowing Zaffan Yassin for the past. He thinks on the cutting edge of Intellectual 

Property, Patents, Licensing, Copyright Law, Legal Advice, Trademarks, Regulatory Affairs. Excellent and 

result-driven. Works towards maximal customer satisfaction. His leadership and organizational skills have been 

invaluable to the company. I would like to think everything I learned about Legal I learned from Zaffan Yassin. 

I absolutely would recommend him as Legal Manager.”  

  

Rizalzin Mohammed  

C.A. (M), FCPA (Aust.), Chief Financial Officer at Sedania Innovator Berhad  

  

“Zaffan is a highly competent and experienced colleague. We worked together in numerous corporate 

exercises, primarily in a regulatory-centric environment such as Initial Public Offering exercise of a company, 

ESOS and private placement, as well as commercial contract drafting. His professionalism and services 

exceeded expectations. Zaffan is always well prepared and his possesses superior knowledge of the law.”  

  

 Rahim Sirajuddin  

Senior Manager, IP Services - IP Practitioner since 2009 Registered Patent Agent in Malaysia  

  

“I had the opportunity to work with Zaffan from August 2009 to November 2009 at patrick mirandah co. Zaffan 

was a great colleague to work with. I always appreciate his resourcefulness in looking for information and 

sharing it with his colleagues. He is highly skilled in Intellectual Property works particularly in patents and 

trademarks matter.”  

  

Recommendations   

  

  

Albert Abraham Lin g     
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 Lawrence Tan 陈行鸿  

Malaysian Trademark, Patent & Industrial Design Agent 马来西亚商标，专利，工业设计代理人  

  

“I enjoyed working with Zaffan. He worked well with his peers and willing to share his knowledge and 

experience. He wouldn't hesitate to backup his colleague if one needs help.”  

  

 Ramlan Ibrahim  

Pharmaceutical & Healthcare  

  

“Zaffan is a highly professional and reliable individual with a pleasant personality. A friendly person with a strong 

team-player attitude - he's a great talent to work with and highly potential.”  

  

 Jamaludin Elis  

Sustainable Healthcare Solutions  

   

“Zaffan is very committed in his work. As a senior legal executive responsible for Intellectual Property, he had 

diligently executed his task immaculately. His penchant for details and understanding of the situation and the 

needs of the company helps the organization tremendously. Often his grasp of the subject and key issues 

ensures that the interest of the company are well protected. I am extremely pleased with his work dealing with 

commercial agreements especially those that includes IP, trademarks, licensing and other rights. I am very 

certain that he would provide a valuable input and knowledge from his experiences to any organization that 

would acquire his services.”  

  

 Vijayandran M Balasundram  

Entrepreneur at My Kendiri  

  

“Zaffan is very cool and meticulous person. He is the right man for the job and knows his subject matter 

extremely well. A good teamplayer and delivers his task on timely manner. A very good friend as well and jovial 

at all times. He is a doer and always ensure that his internal and external customer request is full filled.”   

  

  

[End]  


